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Editor’s Note

“Species/Race/Sex” is a special issue that taps into many intertwining 
theoretical and political trajectories in current American studies 
scholarship. The fields of animal studies and critical animal studies 

are profoundly interdisciplinary, and we have witnessed in the past decade a 
burgeoning and innovative body of scholarship that focuses on issues that cross 
the human/non-human animal divide. More aptly put, this volume addresses 
the co-constitutive formation of species of being in and through race, sex, 
and other social configurations. Yet, this special issue of AQ is not simply an 
important addition to the growing body of work. As the editors, Claire Jean 
Kim and Carla Freccero, point out in their introduction, this is a collection of 
work that disrupts, intervenes, and contributes to a truly intersectional under-
standing of (critical) animal studies. Because of the insistent intersectionalities, 
tensions, and contradictions between and within species, race, and sex, this 
volume represents a particular American studies take on these fields, and will 
work as a guide for emerging American studies scholarship in this area. 

As the editors point out in the introduction, the discipline or field of “Ani-
mal Studies” is already one that resists definition; indeed, the co-editors of this 
volume approach the field in different ways, with their different personal and 
intellectual histories, methodological stakes, and investments. Scholarship that 
focuses on non-human animals can take a variety of shapes; it can lean toward 
activism, empiricism, interpretative analysis, comparative analysis, and so on. 
The editors don’t always agree with each other regarding the definitions of the 
field, but these disagreements, provocatively captured in the conversational-
style introduction, depict what is so exciting and important about the deep 
interrelationships between species/race/sex. It is the refusal of a definition the 
resistance to categorization that is at the heart of this special issue and at the 
heart of an American studies engagement with animal studies. 

In the introduction to this volume, Kim identifies the entanglements be-
tween and within species/race/sex as important “crossings” which shape our 
ways of being. These crossings, as she points out, “shake things up, test limits, 
expose fault lines, illuminate contradictions.” One thing is clear, however, as 
Kim points out, the animal, and her/his relationship to race and sex, is excit-
ing to think with. As someone who’s new to the field of animal studies, I find 
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that the authors of this volume raise fascinating questions: How do human 
relationships with non-human animals articulate both empire and the national-
isms formulated against it? How do non-human animals aid in the vision and 
revision of the (neo)liberal state? 

The essays in this volume each approach the intersectionalities of species/
race/sex in unique ways, but they all share the co-editors’ commitment to his-
torical specificity; they retain political and ethical investments; they recognize 
overlaps in vectors of oppression. As Freccero states in the introduction, this 
volume is an exercise in thinking about social change, and in this way it is 
about: “the degree to which some [humans] have been harmed by their asso-
ciation with non-human species, and the ways thinking species alongside sex, 
gender, race and ability can effect analytical, social and political changes not 
only for the benefit of humans, but also for those non-humans most severely 
affected by the speciesisms that hierarchize suffering and injury.” In other 
words, species, and speciesisms, intimately organize our everyday lives. Our 
scholarly contributions must be attentive to these hierarchies of being if we 
wish to affect social and political discourse.

One of the great strengths of this special issue is the optimism embodied in 
the work, or what Freccero might describe as the “pragmatic-utopian” character 
of the essays. The essays are sharply analytical, but they also move beyond cri-
tique and engage in a project of imagination, the imagination of an alternative 
way of being and knowing. This process of imagining is also reflected in the 
refusal by the editors and authors to claim a righteous and universal politics 
or code of ethics in their analytical approaches to species/race/sex. Rather, the 
essays each insist, and to varying extents, on ambivalence; that is, the work 
of each author reframes many of our assumptions around categories of differ-
ence and reconfigures our conceptions of hierarchy. We have been tasked, as 
American studies scholars, to think through the intersections of species, race 
and sex and to put this thinking into practice. As Kim asks, “How to make 
the leap from explicating coconstitution on the pages of an academic journal 
to challenging actually existing forms of domination in the real world?” This, 
of course, is always the challenge for scholars, and this special issue offers a 
guidance on how to think through these difficult questions. 

This issue contains eleven essays by scholars from a range of disciplines, 
including anthropology, law, media studies, ecology, literature, and more. It 
also includes an artist and a fiction writer. These contributions further extend 
our engagement in the project of imagination. I believe this is the first time 
AQ has published a work of fiction, and I am thrilled that Karen Joy Fowler’s 
“Us” opens this special issue. 
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As with every issue, this special issue wouldn’t be possible without the tire-
less energies of the AQ managing editor, Jih-Fei Cheng. He has greatly assisted 
not only in the timely production of the volume but also in gathering media 
materials for the print edition and accompanying webpage for special issues, 
“Beyond the Page” (found on the AQ website, americanquarterly.org). This will 
be the last special issue that Jih-Fei will help produce, as his term as managing 
editor comes to a close. I can’t thank him enough for his steady guidance over 
the past three years; this journal has benefited tremendously from his impressive 
organizational skills, intellectual contributions, and compassion. 

This volume will also be the first special issue for the incoming managing 
editor, Nic John Ramos. He has already hit the ground running (quite literally) 
and I look forward to the year ahead with him.

We were fortunate to have the help of editorial assistants provided by the 
American Studies master’s program at the California State University, Fullerton. 
We are thankful to Michael Steiner and Erica Ball who supplied us with two 
volunteer interns each school term. In the last year, they included Danielle Bar-
raza, Jamal A. Batts, Monica Duboski, Sophia Islas, Justyna Kuzniar, Joseph B. 
Meyer, Tatiana Pedroza, Casey Ratto, Diann Rozsa, and George Gregory Rozsa.

Paula Dragosh, the copy editor for AQ, remained patient and attentive 
throughout, and never lost her good cheer. Our gratitude also goes to Kris-
topher Zgorski and Brian Shea at the Johns Hopkins University Press for the 
time and care they have invested in the production of the journal issue and 
the management of our website.

We are thankful to the USC Dornsife College of Arts and Sciences, the 
Department of American Studies and Ethnicity, and the Annenberg School 
for Communication and Journalism for their support. 

Sarah Banet-Weiser
Editor


